The following is a curious case. The evidences pointing to a wound of the heart are so strong, amounting almost to a certainty, that to call it a gunshot wound of the heart hardly seems a venture. 
The following is a curious case. The evidences pointing to a wound of the heart are so strong, amounting almost to a certainty, that to call it a gunshot wound of the heart hardly seems a venture. There are cases on record whose history did not show such clear and pointed evidences of a wound of this organ during life, and yet an exanimation after death revealed that the heart had not onlv been wounded, but its cavity penetrated. was applied over the region of the heart. Its effect almost instantaneous ; in the language of the patient, " it seemed that some powerful agency was at work drawing the pain from my heart. After that, the the acute pain^ though great at times, was often absent. The pain was always at the heart."
For the next seven or eight days his condition gave lively hope of recovery, but on the fourteenth night after the wounding, there was a return of the pain with all its former violence. The blister was reapplied over the region of the heart, and again gave marked relief. Mercury with opium was given every few hours and continued for a number of days for the purpose of inducing ptyalism. But it utterly failed to produce this effect. During the whole time, and he took a large quantity of mercury, there was not the least evidence that the remedy had produced its peculiar effect upon the constitution.
The severity of the pain gradually relented, stimulants and supportive treatment were administered, and the patient had another respite of about seven days. On the twenty-first night the accession of pain was so great, that he thought death was near, and so did his physician. The pain was of the most violent character, originating at the heart and radiating through all parts of the chest. His distress was extreme, and so powerfully did it depress his vital powers, that the heart almost refused to act, the wrists were pulseless, and stimulants were required in liberal amount.
The feet were bathed and anodynes again given.
After this night he became more comfortable, took stimulants more kindly, and gradually improved until he became convalescent. The fifth week from date of wound, he rode out in a carriage, and in seven months he was sound and well, able to attend to all his duties as usual.
